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“Anything that’s human is
mentionable, and anything that
Is mentionable can be more
manageable......The people we
trust with that important talk
can help us know that we are

J))
nOt alone' Sexualabuse includes the coercion

of individuals to engage in sexual
acts, and caninclude

behaviors such as fondling,
penetration, or exposing the

 —— Fred Rogers vulnerable individual to other sexua

activities or materials
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Autism
specific
findings-
sexual
abuse

Rates 3-4 times more likely than the general population, although
findings are inconsistent (US Dept of Justice, Dike et al., 2022)

More likely to develop symptoms of PTSD and long-term mental health
issues after abuse (Dike et al., 2022).

Evidence suggests that they are not more suggestible, or creating “false
reports” (Griego et al., 2019), with a meta-analyses showing this group
displayed fewer false memories on average

But they are still less likely to progress through the court system, as
misconceptions regarding their ability to report are found across
professionals



HEALTH

Hacienda HealthCare investigating
abuse claim made at Phoenix facility
in rape case

Stephanie Innes
: The Republic | azcentral.com

Published 11:18 a.m. MT Jan. 18, 2018 | Updated 1:20 p.m. MT Jan. 18, 2019

Evaluation of
Implementation of
Task Force
Recommendations
in Medicaid System

AZ Governor’s
Sexual Violence
Task Force

School Abuse
Prevention Report




PREVENTING SEXUAL ABUSE
IN ARIZONA SCHOOLS

Suggested Protocols for Students
with Intellectual, Developmental, and
Other Disabilities
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Policy Recommendations- Arizona Schools (2021)

ADOPT COMPREHENSIVE STRENGTHEN DUTY TO CREATE AND IMPLEMENT SET STRICT
AND INCLUSIVE HEALTH REPORT STATE LAWS AND POLICIES THAT PROMOTE COMMUNICATION
EDUCATION DISTRICT/CHARTER SUPERVISION POLICIES FOR

SUPPORT STUDENTS WHO
REPORT

CURRICULA,POLICIES, SCHOOL POLICIES

PROFESSIONAL STAFF
AND MATERIALS




Sexual education
across the states

e 27 states plus DC mandate
sexual ed.

* 16 are abstinence only.

* Erin’s law-to provide education
toward abuse prevention in the
schools (38 states)

WHAT KIND OF
ST gAY  COMMUNICATION Do Yol
STRIVE foR WITH YouR




Sample Learning Standards for Grades K-2 and Grades 3-5, National Sexuality Education

Standards, (Located here on pages 13 and 15: https://siecus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07 /National-
Sexuality-Education-Standards.pdf)

Core Concepts | Analyzing Accessing |nterpersonal Decision-Making | Goal Setting Self-Management | Advocacy ADN
cC Influences INF | Information Al | Communication IC | DM 1 g7
PERSONAL SAFETY
By the end of Explain that all |dentity parents | Demonstrate how to Demonstrate how
the 2+ grade, people, including and other trusted | respond if someone to clearly say no,
children, have adults they can tell | is touching them in a now to leave an
ﬁ:l:llt: ;h ould the right to if they are feeling | way that makes them uncomortable
) tedl athers not uncomiortable feel uncomfortable situation, and how
to touch thesr about being PS.2.IC 1 to identify and
body when they touched o talk with a trusted
do not want PS.2.AL1L adult if someone
to be touched o i touching them
Ps.2.CC. in 3 way that
§.2.0C.1 makes them feel
uncomiortable
P5.2.5M.1
E]|I:lain what
bullying and
teasing ame
Pi.2.0012




ERIN’S LAW ACROSS THE US

Erin’s law died in

the AZ legislature Virginia: Erin’s law

3 weeks ago. passed in 2018,
IEPs just

Argument: Too introduced

accommodations
for curriculum

labor intensive
for teachers
already struggling
with current
demands

Il States that have passed Erin's law

[:] States that have introduced or have pending
Enn's law legislation



Autistic individuals’ view of sex education

* McKenney et al. 2024

* Combined sample of 284 autistic adults suggested they were more
likely to have experienced sexual trauma

* Were generally less satisfied with the sexual education they received,
callli<ng it brief, cursory, and unable to support their future decision
making.

 ‘My senior year health teacher, she made it a point to do a consent
topic. And she had a whole slide of what is considered consent and
what’s a gray area, and then what’s not consent. | think it definitely
helped in just generall y being like, “okay, so even just not saying
anything, that’s not consent. Like, even if you don’t do anything to stop
it, that’s still not consent. Because they’re supposed to ask.” (Autistic,
cisgender woman, age 18.)
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Evaluation in the Medicaid System —
2 year follow-up (Sonoran UCEDD)

Survey Completion

934
473
290 339
119
Provider Member Family

Yearl M Year?

(de laRosaetal., year 1, Duncan et al., year 2, Sonoran UCEDD)



Evaluation in the Medicaid System —
2 year follow-up (Sonoran UCEDD)

Member's Thoughts on Reporting

Prefer not to answer
No
B Maybe

mYes

Yearl Year2 Year1l Year2

| could tell my service provider if | My service provider would believe
were being hurt. me if | told them | wasn't safe.

STATE OF DENIAL

After a Violent Crime, Arizona
Promised Reforms for People With
Developmental Disabilities. It Has Yet
to Deliver.

After a woman with developmental disabilities was raped and gave birth to a child in a state
home, a task force recommended changes to improve care for some of Arizona’s most
vulnerable residents. Only a third of them have been fully implemented.
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It ta keS d Village tO bU|ld d * Cross system, cross stakeholders, and co-

produced action.

CUltu re Of Sexual abuse * Parents, professionals, and most importantly

self advocates

preventlon and approprlate * Whole Health Consortium Funded Focus
response eroups



Invited Stakeholders (4 groups)—
two topics, education and
advocacy, trauma focused
forensic response

Self Advocates

Legal professionals

Forensic Interviewers

Medical Professionals (child abuse care specialists)
Training Professionals

Advocacy Organizations (lLocal and national)
Researchers- Disability and Abuse Expertise

Law Enforcement

School Professionals




Work at Virginia Tech (ongoing,

2025

Edgin, Pl)

Prepare

*Submit IRB
protocol
+Engage
additional
community
organizations
«Invite existing
partners to
focus groups
<Purchase and
set up
Groupwisdom

.

Brainstorm

=First focus
group

January

| February

N
Categorize

and rank

«Second
focus group
+All focus
group
participants
sort and
rank topics
generated
«Select and
invite SAB
members

Analyze

=Hierarchical
cluster
analysis of
topics

-SAB
meeting

J

March

April

Submit

*Prepare
proposal for
submission

*Prepare
issue brief
for all

Complete

=Submit final
report to
WHC

participants

May

June



“Anything that’s human is
mentionable, and anything that
Is mentionable can be more
manageable......The people we
trust with that important talk
can help us know that we are
not alone.”

of individuals to engage in sexual
acts, and caninclude

behaviors such as fondling,
penetration, or exposing the

 —— Fred Rogers vulnerable individual to other sexua

Activities or materials

Sexual abuse includes the coercion

L



My UCEDD
collaborators,
collaborators on
school abuse brief

Thank
you

And to VTCAR for this wonderful
event!




Parents and Professionals

* Demand Safety * Demand more Training on
Neurodiverse groups

e Model Consent
e ARC materials for Medical Providers

* Know role as Mandated Reporter
* Provide Access for reports

* Demand Inclusion in Training
* Demand Appropriate Training
* Model Consent and Boundaries
* Know role as Mandated Reporter

Believe Reports, provide access to systems, respond responsibly



Conclusions from ARC 2023 report {
The Arc.

Kecia Weller For people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities

« As mandated reporters, please report!

* Learn about the signs of possible sexual assault; believe us.

« Work with agencies that have abuse prevention campaigns.

« Develop inclusive train-the-trainer models.

« Be aware of implicit bias against people with disabilities.

« Advocate for sex education of youth and students with IDD.

« Learn about ableism and the impact it has on patients with IDD.

Finally, we call on every person reading this report to commit to listening, believing,
supporting, and offering hope to any sexual violence survivor you meet. You may be their

only hope.
e
Starford, M., McKingsley, L.A., Weller, K., & Meadours, J. (2023). Transforming ( AbOUt sexuql VIOIence
Health Care to Prevent Sexual Violence of People With Intellectual and Developmental 5 ( _ )
Disabilities: P FINAL REPORT (2017-2023

Talk About Sexual Violence Final Report. The Arc of the United States, Washington, DC.



	Slide 1:  Sexual violence toward Neurodiverse people
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Outline of Talk 
	Slide 4: Autism specific findings- sexual abuse 
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Policy Recommendations- Arizona Schools (2021) 
	Slide 8: Sexual education across the states 
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Erin’s LAW ACROSS THE US 
	Slide 11: Autistic individuals’ view of sex education 
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Evaluation in the Medicaid System –  2 year follow-up (Sonoran UCEDD)
	Slide 14: Evaluation in the Medicaid System –  2 year follow-up (Sonoran UCEDD)
	Slide 15: Outline of Talk 
	Slide 16: It takes a village to build a culture of sexual abuse prevention and appropriate response 
	Slide 17: Invited Stakeholders (4 groups)– two topics, education and advocacy, trauma focused forensic response 
	Slide 18: Work at Virginia Tech (ongoing, Edgin, PI)  
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Thank you 
	Slide 21: Parents                                  and Professionals
	Slide 22: Conclusions from ARC 2023 report 

